Training Session Guide

God’s role and ours

“For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the
light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.”
2 Corinthians 4:6 (NIV)

This session guide outlines suggested elements you might use to help answer the key question below and \
achieve the aim of the ftraining session. The time allocations can be adjusted according to the amount of time
you have.

Key question: What is God’s role in evangelism and what’s ours?

Aim: To understand God’s Sovereignty in evangelism as well as our responsibility to communicate
the gospel faithfully and in ways that serve the person we’re trying to reach. /

Pre-video ice breaker/discussion starter (3 min)

When it comes to responsibility for evangelism, where do you tend to place most weight — on
God to do the work or on us as Christians?

We would recommend people split into pairs or triplets to discuss this and further questions. If you are doing
more than one session over a period of time, it may be helpful for people to stick to the same pairs/groups so

that they can build trust and support one another consistently.

We’d also recommend you either print the list of questions or display them on a screen if meeting in person.
Put them into the chat feature before you head into breakout rooms if you're meeting online.

Play video by Rico Tice (approx. 20 min)

Download here: apassionforlife.org.uk/ibd3-vid-download

Practical exercises and discussion questions (75 minutes)

Below is a list of questions to consider using. You will not have time for all of them, so select those that you
think will be most helpful for people to internalise and apply what they’ve just heard. Maybe you can think of
others.

1. How does understanding God’s role and our role help us to journey with people and share our
faith with them?
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2. Which of the three areas shown in the diagram below do you need to work on?

God'’s
Sovereignty
2 Cor 4:6

Gospel Integrity
2 Cor 4:1-5
Rom 1:16-17

Our Creativity
2 Cor 4:5
1 Cor 9:19-23

3. What happens if one of the three areas is missing? For example, if you trust in God’s
Sovereignty in evangelism and you maintain the integrity of the gospel but you show no
creativity in reaching out to people?

4. How does it make you feel to know that the results of sharing the gospel belong to God, not
us?

5. We need each other to keep going in evangelism. Do you have a friend who can help you with

each principle? who will make sure you keep telling the truth? who’ll help you pray? and who’ll
help you with energy and ideas to keep reaching out to people?

6. What steps will you take to grow in the area you are weakest in?

Prayer time (72 min)

We would recommend leaving some time for people to pray in their pairs or groups. You may like to ask them
to reflect and pray about what has encouraged or challenged them from this session. They may like to include
these points:

e Praise God that He did a miracle in your heart to give you the light of the knowledge of His glory
displayed in the face of Christ.

e Confess and repent of how we may think too little of God and too much of ourselves in the
work of evangelism.
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e Ask God to be at work in the hearts of the people around you. Pray for help to depend on Him,
to take opportunities to communicate the gospel faithfully and to be creative in meeting
unbelievers where they are so that they may take steps closer to faith in Jesus.

Further Bible Reflection (70 min)

This is an additional Bible reflection to go deeper into the main theme. You may choose to use it as part of the
training session. Alternatively, you could hand it out on a printout / email it around for reflection during the
week, along with the "take home" questions.

Read 2 Corinthians 5:11-21

Context: In this deeply personal letter Paul is able to defend his apostleship and serve as a model
and demonstration of what it is to be a genuine Christian in every aspect of life and witness.

Commentary: In the passage we read a wonderful motivation for sharing our faith in that 'the love of
Christ compels us', but we were also given a marvellous description of our ministry - it is a ministry
of reconciliation. Because we are God's ambassadors, he wants to make his appeal through us!

Comment: Take some time to talk together about our motive for sharing our faith, the message that
we share and the idea of being an ambassador for God.

Take home

You may like to print out / email around this section so that people can re-watch the video and reflect further.

Why not re-watch the video with a notebook open, praying that God will root these principles into
your heart. Watch here: apassionforlife.org.uk/ibd3-view

As you pray over the next few days, ask God to show you three or four unbelievers that He would
like you to pray for and share the gospel with. Commit to praying for them every day. If you don’t
already have one, find a Christian friend to be your evangelism partner. You can encourage one
another, help each other grow as well as pray for each other and the unbelievers in your lives.

The training video is available for anyone to watch at apassionforlife.org.uk/ibd3-view

More stories from everyday believers can be viewed and downloaded at apassionforlife.org.uk/ibd3
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