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“For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the
light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.”
2 Corinthians 4:6 (NIV)
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Below is an outline of what the talk covers. Please see the corresponding session guide for more guidance on
structuring the rest of the training session.

Who is at work in the work of evangelism?

Understanding God's role and our role in evangelism is critical because it keeps us from thinking
too little of God and too much of ourselves.

e Three great biblical principles of evangelism - God's sovereignty, gospel integrity, and our
creativity.

God’s Sovereignty

e The methodology for evangelism is 2 Cor 4 v5 - we preach Christ and 2 Cor 4v 6 - God
opens blind eyes.

Gospel Integrity

e Verse 2: We tell the truth. We preach Jesus is Lord.

e With prayer. In v 4 “the god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers”. So as we
preach Christ we must also pray that God will do the miracle and cause individuals to have
their blind eyes opened to who Jesus is.

e The results belong to God.

Our Creativity

¢ What does it mean to be a servant for Jesus’s sake to those to whom we’re proclaiming the
gospel? 2 Cor 4 v5.

e 1 Cor9:22 “I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means | might save
some.” Paul wants the only offence to be the gospel.

e We should ask, how does the gospel apply to their situation?
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You are free to use and adapt the content of this talk to suit your context.

Who's responsible for people hearing about Jesus and being forgiven and saved from their sins? In
one sense, the answer's us. Jesus has told us to go and be his witnesses. He's directed us to
preach good news to others and has called us to make disciples of all nations. And of course,
that's why A Passion for Life is happening. But in another sense, the answer's God. God prepares
people to believe the good news when they hear it. God brings people out of darkness and into the
light. And God turns lost sinners into followers of the Lord Jesus. Understanding God's role and our
role in evangelism is important; it's critical, because it keeps us from thinking too little of God and
too much of ourselves. Let me share three great biblical principles of evangelism. God's
sovereignty, gospel integrity, and our creativity.

Listen to this passage now from 2 Corinthians 4:1-6, “Therefore, since through God's mercy we
have this ministry, we don't lose heart. Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we
do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth
plainly we commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God. And even if our
gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has blinded the minds
of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who
is the image of God. For what we do, is not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and
ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness,"
made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God's glory displayed in
the face of Christ.” 2 Corinthians 4:1-6.

The Australian evangelist, John Chapman, taught me that this is the most important passage on
evangelism in the Bible. And | think he's right. The reality is that we can apply these verses in any
and every situation that we find ourselves in. Paul defends his ministry, and he explains why it
wasn't a failure. He does that by getting his readers clear on what was and what was not his part in
evangelism. Let's begin to unpack these key principles by thinking about God's sovereignty. Who is
at work in the work of evangelism? There'll be lots of things to comment on in the passage, but
right at the centre of any correct answer is the fact that we're at work in verse five, preaching, not
ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord. And God is at work in verse six, doing a miracle by taking the
power that made the world, let light shine out of darkness, Genesis 1, and making that light shine in
our hearts as they're recreated and we recognize that Jesus is not just a prophet or a figure of
history or a great moral teacher, but Lord and God.

He gets us to see God's glory in the face of Christ, verse six. So that's the overarching
methodology for evangelism, that's who does what in sharing the good news of Jesus. 2
Corinthians 4:5, we preach Christ and 2 Corinthians 4:6, God opens blind eyes. This should make us
fall on our knees in thanksgiving. Because the only reason anyone becomes a Christian is because
God has graciously done a miracle and opened their blind eyes and caused them to recognize who
Jesus is. It's so disappointing sometimes to meet people and you ask, "How did you become a
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Christian?" And they shrug and say, "Well, | just came from a Christian home." No, the only reason
you became a Christian is because God has done a miracle. Maybe when you were a young one,
and he's caused the lights to be switched on and he's regenerated your heart so that you can hear
the call of Christ and you can repent. But there's a second principle here and that's also key, and
that's gospel integrity.

How do we preach Christ in a way that God would be pleased with? Well, do take a couple of
minutes to think about that for yourselves. There are at least three answers that are key to our
methodology in evangelism. Here's the first; we tell the truth. “We preach Jesus as Lord,” verse
five. And verse two, “we don't use deception nor do we distort the word of God, on the contrary by
setting forth the truth plainly, we commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of
God.” So we share the good news, God's love and his favour. But we also cross the pain line and
share the tough news, God's wrath and our need for repentance. Our culture finds these two things
very hard to hear, let alone engage with and talk about. Wrath is God's settled, controlled, personal
hostility to evil. So he will punish all sin on the day of judgment. The resurrection is a great hope,
but it's also a great warning we'll be raised and judged. Repentance means that I'm now committed
to all that Jesus is for, and I've turned against all that he's against.

So we don't just believe in inclusion. We believe in transformation. For example, we preach Jesus
as Lord, and at some point we include the fact that he's Lord of what we do with our bodies in a
sex-obsessed world. We believe that receiving Jesus as Lord means transforming what we think
about our bodies to be the same as what the Lord Jesus thinks, because we trust him to know
what's best. Well, here are two things that will help us speak about these difficult things. First, let's
talk about our own sin. Let's have some humility, our own realization of the judgment that's to come.
And the wonder of realizing that the cross wasn't just a Galilean Carpenter dying, but the Son of
God who died in my place for my wrongdoing and paid in death and blood for me to be forgiven, it's
no small thing; it's so humbling.

Secondly, let's float the judgment of God on our desire for justice. So how | treat you and how you
treat me and how we treat the world matters to God. And that's a good thing that there's a
judgment day coming. It's just, what do we then do about our sin? So how do we speak with gospel
integrity? First we speak the truth; second we pray. Verse four, the god of this age has blinded the
minds of unbelievers. So the devil has put spiritual cataracts on people's eyes. They can't see who
Jesus is. So as we preach Christ, we also pray that God will do the miracle and cause individuals to
be born again. And to have their blind eyes open to who Jesus is. He's done it for us; he can do it for
them.

So we cry out for our loved ones, friends and colleagues, "Lord, please, open their blind eyes." And
on that note, can | ask you to think carefully and pray about how you organize your time and how
you arrange your day? For me, | pray that I'd get to bed on time, because if | don't, | won't get up
and pray for people in the morning. And if | don't pray for them in the morning, well, | don't pray. And
as a church, the first thing we did to prepare for A Passion for Life was start praying. That's how we
begin. So we preach the truth; we pray, and the third answer to the issue of gospel integrity is that
the results belong to God. Our job is to preach Jesus faithfully as Lord and to not distort the word
of God. Our job is to pray.
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God's job is to do the miracle and open blind eyes. So please don't ask how many people have
been converted, instead ask, "Was | faithful to the message?" The trouble is, if you ask about
numbers, we might lose heart, verse one, and then distort the word of God, verse two. So that more
will buy into what we're saying. Furthermore, if the numbers are seen as being down to us and a lot
of people get converted, we'll be proud. And if not many are converted we'll be discouraged. And
either way, whether we're proud or discouraged we'll be a pain in the neck to everyone else. So far,
we've looked at two of the key principles in evangelism, God's sovereignty, who's at work. And
gospel integrity, how do we preach Christ? The third key principle for evangelism is our creativity.

This comes in verse five, for what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord and
ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. What does it mean to be a servant for Jesus' sake to
those to whom we're proclaiming them gospel? How do we serve them? Well, with our right-hand
rock solid on doctrine and belief, our left hand has got to be reaching for people. But how exactly
do we do this? Well, we do it by employing our God-given creativity. We come up with creative
ways to place ourselves as servants of people who need Jesus. And we do this for Christ's sake.
During the lock downs of the recent Coronavirus pandemic, people simply couldn't come to church.
So how did we reach them?

We came up with creative ways to preach Christ while praying that God will open blind eyes. Of
course, the verses that teach and train us in this are famously 1 Corinthians 9:22, “| have become
all things to all people so that by all possible means | might save some.” Paul wants the only
offense to be the gospel. He's constantly asking himself, "What are the instincts and inclinations of
my hearers? How does the gospel apply to their situation? How can | connect them to the one who
can give them new life?" He's using his creativity to be a servant to those he's seeking to reach.

So thinking back to when we were in lockdown, it became obvious in our church that there were
things that people around us were finding hard. We worked out that we could use those things to
tell people some difficult, but critical and important truths. The death tolls told us that life is fragile
and we're mortal beings. The loneliness told us that we're not made to be alone, but made for
relationship. The cancelled diaries told us that we aren't in control. Our creativity allowed us to
connect the difficult situations people were in with the realities of life. And this opened up
opportunities to share the truth of the gospel with them.

Not everyone will be ready to engage with us at this deeper, meaningful level. It's important to
make sure that we're speaking with people at the right level, that's appropriate for who they are and
the relationships we have with them. But this is also where we can put our creativity to good use.
We can think of ways to develop and strengthen our relationships with people. We can come up
with ideas to introduce people to other Christians and involve them in our evangelism. Bringing
these three principles together helps us to be clear on our role and God's role in evangelism.

As we finish, let me give you an example of how God's sovereignty, gospel integrity and our
creativity helped our church during the Coronavirus pandemic. In terms of God's sovereignty an 8
AM prayer meeting was put in place from Monday to Friday to encourage us to pray for 20 minutes
at the start of the day. So there we were on Zoom praying. In terms of gospel integrity we'd talk
about death, relational breakup and loss of control. Over Easter we'd ask what Good Friday and
Easter Day says about those things. We preach Christ into the context of the daily death tolls on
the news. And in terms of creativity, we came up with ways of engaging people online since we
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couldn't get people to church. That would take a lot of energy, but it was how we could serve them.
So we could be all things to all men.

Our role in evangelism is to depend completely on God, stay faithful to the gospel and adapt to
different people and changing circumstances. God's role in evangelism is to open blind eyes
through the gospel of his Son, shared by people like you and me.

The training video is available for anyone to watch at apassionforlife.org.uk/ibd3-view
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