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“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,”  

1 Peter 3:15 (NIV) 

 
Outline of talk by Lizzy Smallwood 
 
Download video here: apassionforlife.org.uk/lc1-vid-download 
 
Below is an outline of what the talk covers. Please see the corresponding session guide for more guidance on 
structuring the rest of the training session. 

 
Making connections with the ‘everyone’ around us 

• Noticing the people in our daily lives 
• Befriending the people in our daily lives 
• Being kind to the people in our daily lives 
• Talking to the people in our daily lives 
• Showing hospitality to the people in our daily lives 

 
Do we actually talk about the hope we have in Jesus to anyone? 

• Be intentional about what you say in public conversation - it might be as simple as saying “I 
was at church”, or “I’m meeting a friend from church”, or “I couldn't have got through this 
experience without my faith in God.” 

• It may be asking in response to something you've been told, “would you mind if I prayed 
about that?” or “would you like me to pray with you about that?” 

• It is my own personal mission at the moment to talk about Jesus more, to share something 
of who he is or what he said or what life with him means to me. 

 
Live it out and speak it out! 

 

Transcript of talk by Lizzy Smallwood 
 
You are free to use and adapt the content of this talk to suit your context.  

There's elderly lady in our congregation who's really feeling her age. Her memory is fogging, her 
joints are aching and she's feeling a bit useless. She used to be at the heart of every church 
outreach event, but now when my husband, Simon, talks about doing door-to-door evangelism, 
where we live here in Bodmin in Cornwall, she knows the knees won't allow it and she thinks she's 
of no use to the Lord anymore. But, do you know what? That lovely lady knows more people in 
Bodmin than the rest of us congregation put together. She chats to anyone and everyone. The 
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postman, the binmen, shopkeepers, parents passing the door with their children, dog walkers. Not 
to mention her family and friends who span every generation. 

The Apostle Peter wrote this: 

 
“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 

asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,”  
1 Peter 3:15 (NIV, 1984) 

This verse means we can say 'balderdash' to the elderly lady’s feelings of uselessness. That lady 
shows a loving interest in people, and they talk to her and she gets to talk to people about Jesus in 
the most natural matter-of-fact way. Anyone and everyone hears about her Lord and Saviour. In her 
heart, she has set apart Christ as Lord and that means she's far from being useless. She is obedient 
to her Lord's command. A witness to his saving grace. She just doesn't realise it. 

Now we may not all be gifted evangelists, but we are all called to witness to the hope that we have 
because of Jesus. And using that verse from 1 Peter, we're going to think about a couple of 
questions about making connections with those around us. So first of all, who is it that Peter says 
we should be prepared to speak to about Jesus? Everyone who asks us. How can we get people to 
ask us? Well, just like that elderly lady in our church, people will talk to us and ask us about the 
hope we have if we're showing a loving interest in them. 

The majority of people who come to faith today do so through the witness of a friend, a colleague, 
or a family member for many. For many, the journey of faith begins with someone's taking the first 
step of loving them and genuinely caring for them. Most of us have much bigger networks of 
acquaintances than we think. Opening our eyes in the midst of the busy-ness of life and actually 
noticing people, paying some attention to them and being kind is a good first step towards being 
the witnesses that God wants us to be. 

We all cross paths with people every day in many different situations. At work, school and uni, at 
shopping in the aisle or at the checkout, in the bank, walking the dog, at the gym, the social club. 
And then there's the plumber or the bus driver, the meter reader, the parcel delivery people, 
parents at the school gate. We are meeting people all the time. But in our culture, time and privacy 
are two of our most treasured possessions. So, have you noticed it is very rare these days for 
people to take a genuine interest in the lives of others? 

I recently did a stint as a polling clerk. After 17 hours, I sat with a group of strangers, and I don't 
recall being asked one single question about my life or family. I honestly believe that if we are 
willing to swim against the tide and give time to others, to do little acts of kindness, to open up our 
lives and our homes to them, then opportunities to share Jesus will naturally follow. 

Here's a few simple thoughts to get started. Let's open our eyes to see the people God has put in 
our lives. As we notice them, let's start to chat to them, introduce ourselves and ask their name. 
Ask them how their day's going, listen to what they say about their children, their dog, or life in 
general. Now if you're anything like me, don't try and file it away mentally, but put it straight in your 
prayer app or write it down in a notebook. 
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Do you know it's amazing how many dog walkers know the name of a dog, but not its owner. Then 
when you next meet, well, we all know how much it means when someone remembers our name or 
something important to us. Keep chatting, keep befriending and be prepared. And, then as our 
friendship grows with the everyone in our lives, we can start to look for the opportunity to show 
some hospitality and invitation for a coffee, or a meal, or a barbecue. It might seem a bit awkward 
at first, but lovingly connecting is at the very heart of the gospel. 

I love the way Jesus was often in the company of people in a context where food was involved. 
One of the most precious things we can do is show hospitality to people. I wonder how our time 
hanging out with people, would have a renewed edge if we mixed some of these new friends with 
our existing church friends. So could you invite a mixture of Christians and non-Christian friends 
round for a meal? It'd be lovely for our non-Christian friends to see and hear how the gospel has 
impacted a variety of people from different cultures and backgrounds. And, it makes for an 
interesting guest list. 

A brief word of caution though, do think about your context. People from some cultures find others 
asking them questions deeply suspicious or embarrassing. Where we used to live in Dagenham, if 
you ask the wrong sort of question, the response would be, "Why? Who's asking?" So, in certain 
contexts, it may be more natural to share stories about your life and see if they share back. Some 
people may feel intimidated to be invited to your house, but would welcome a visit if you just drop 
in on them. Others may be happier to meet up in a neutral venue like a cafe. 

Now I know that for some of us, this might seem too scary or too difficult. However, that's where 
your church community comes in. Its very ministries may provide a ready-made network for you to 
make use of by befriending those who attend. Can you offer to be there to make refreshments? 
Can you invite people from those groups to a termly meal in the church? Look for ways to make 
connections by loving and caring for those who are there. We ran English classes in our church 
when we used to live in Dagenham. And at the end of term meal, a new lady from Eritrea said it was 
the first time in the UK she had ever been invited to eat with someone beyond her own family. It 
made a really positive impact on her. 

By loving people and letting them get up close by letting them into our lives, we pray that they will 
see the difference Christ has made to us, how our hope is in Him. So, share your life with those 
around you so that you can make loving connections with them and they can get to see the gospel 
in action, up close and personal. This brings us to the next challenge in that verse from 1 Peter. Do 
we actually talk about the hope we have in Jesus to anyone? 

I've got a friend, Hilary MacKay, and she tells a story about a friend of hers who decided that as she 
began her time at uni, she wasn't going to tell anyone that she was a Christian. She was just going 
to love bomb them. So she showed hospitality, she shared her food. Her door was always open. 
She had a listening ear, and people noticed. They saw how different she was, which was all fine and 
dandy until someone said, "You're so kind. Are you a vegetarian?" So, seeing that it's really 
important that we make loving connections, but we also need to talk about Jesus. No one's going to 
ask us the reason for the hope we have in Christ if we don't actually talk about Him and the hope 
that He gives us. 

Now, the different training modules in A Passion for Life will help equip us to do this. But I just 
wanted to share a few things I'm trying to do more of these days. You might want to join me in 
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The training video is available for anyone to watch at apassionforlife.org.uk/lc1-view 

doing the same where God has uniquely placed. So, be intentional about what you say in 
conversation. It might be as simple as saying, "Oh, I was at church” or “I’m meeting a friend from 
church." Or, "I couldn't have got through that experience without my faith in Christ." It may be asking 
in response to something you'd been told, “would you mind if I prayed about that?” Or, “would you 
like me to pray with you about that?” But most importantly, we need to talk about Jesus more. To 
share something of who He is, or what He said, or what life with Him means to us. 

We have to be prepared to give a reason for the hope we have. And for that to happen, we have to 
actually talk about our hope in Jesus Christ. If we're engaged with what is happening in the world, if 
we're watching the news, if we're keeping an eye on what's trending online or engaging with what 
people are sharing on social media. If we're doing these things, and are thinking Christianly about 
the issues of the day, then as we chat with the everyone Peter talks about, the people we meet, we 
will have something distinctive to say. Only the gospel makes sense of the world in the mess that 
we're in. 

So, when the opportunity naturally arises, ask yourself, how can I talk about my hope in Christ here 
with gentleness and respect? I'm using the words “naturally arises” because we are called to be 
faithful, not weird. Dropping Jesus into every conversation about the weather, or what you're having 
for lunch could be a bit trying for our new acquaintances. But in our encounters with a non-Christian, 
we should think to ourselves, "How can I glorify Christ here, so I don't just look like a nice 
vegetarian?" And, a good way to practice is to actually talk to other Christians about Jesus, 
because I've got a sneaking suspicion, we don't do that often enough either. 

God is still in the business of saving people, and He does that through disciples like you and me 
making disciples of others. So live it out, speak it out. Look, no amount of well-organized 
evangelistic programs will work if Christians aren't actually living out their hope in Christ amongst 
non-believers. So let's pray that as we live out our faith, loving people we meet and sharing our 
lives with them, practicing hospitality, getting creative and using all the connections that we have. 
Let's pray that we will build bridges of genuine friendship. 

And, then let's pray that we'll be ready to speak out about Jesus. As people are intrigued to know 
the reason for the hope that we have as Peter instructs, with gentleness and respect. So let's be 
making meaningful, loving connections with nonbelievers we meet. Speaking out about Jesus 
wherever we can, and sharing with them the amazing hope of new life that we have in Him. 
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